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ecclesiastics at Constantinople for assistance and guid-
ance. The power of the Orthodox Churches in Turkey
has been greatly diminished by the overturn of the ray ah
community organization.

Thus far \ve have little definite information regarding
the   Orthodox  Churches  in   Turkey  -which  have  been
merged into a so-called Turkish Orthodox Church.   Fol-
lowing the action of the Greek Patriarch at the Phanar
in forbidding the Ottoman Greeks from participating in
the election of October 5, 1919, the Turkish-speaking
Orthodox priest, Papa Bftimios Effendi, who was living
at Kiskin, twelve miles from Angora, opposed this decree
and was thereupon excommunicated by the (Ecumenical
Patriarch.    Papa Eftimios, however, revolted against
this authority, and under his direction sixty-eight Ortho-
dox churches became insurgent and gave up their church
schools in March, 1922.    The Nationalist Government
gave backing to this new religions dignitary, who appar-
ently made it obligatory that all metropolitans appointed
by him should have lived at least five years in the coun-
try, that they should be of Ottoman parentage and able
to read and write Turkish, and that they should have a
clear record of abstaining from undue political activity.
Papa Eftimios, as the leader of the Turkish Orthodox in
Anatolia has conducted himself, however, to the satis-
faction of neither the government nor the religious ad-
herents.   Following his seizure of the Phanar in Decem-
ber, 1923, the Republic refused to recognize his position.
The (Ecumenical Patriarchate has had a stormy time in
which His Highness, Meletios Metaxakis, was assaulted,
and removed from the country with the consent of the
G-reek Government nevertheless.   In December, 1923, the
Archbishop of Kadikoi was chosen as Patriarch Grego-
rious VII.    It is premature to state that the historic
Eastern Churches in Turkey lave  surrendered their
former pomp and splendor forever and ever.